
     Covid-19- Headteacher Update for Parents    

 
14th October 2021 

 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
As you will be aware, there have been a number of confirmed cases of COVID-19 within the school 
and throughout our local community over the last few weeks. 
 
Please note that schools are no longer expected to identify the close contacts of cases of COVID-19 
(unless in very exceptional circumstances) - this is done by the national Test and Trace system. 
 
Test and Trace may be in touch with you in the coming days if your child is identified as a close contact 
by them, but as a school we will not pass personal contact details on to the cases to share with Test 
and Trace. 
 
Children who are close contacts of someone with COVID-19 are no longer required to isolate unless 
they develop symptoms. However, they are advised to get a PCR test, because they are at a 
significantly higher risk of developing COVID-19 in the days after the contact.  

Though it is not the law, I would like to offer the following guidance to help keep families safe so that 
we can limit the infection rates and reduce widespread disruption to the school. 

For “household contacts” (i.e. those who has been in contact with someone from their own 
household, for example, a sibling or parent, who has tested positive for COVID-19) I give the following 
guidance to parents: 

Children aged 4 and under 

· Children aged 4 and under who are household contacts of a positive case should be kept at home for 
5 days, starting from the onset of symptoms in the household contact who has tested positive (or test 
date if the positive case had no symptoms). 

· The child should only have a PCR test if they develop symptoms of COVID-19. 

Children and young people between the ages of 5 and 11 years  

· Young people aged between 5 – 11 years (unless exempt – see below), are advised to stay at home 
if anyone in their household tests positive for COVID-19 (via either a PCR or Lateral Flow test) and 
should themselves get a lateral flow or PCR test before coming back to school.  

· If the PCR is negative, the household contact can return to their school, but should isolate again 
immediately and get another test if they develop symptoms of COVID-19 later. 

Note: Families need to be aware that it may take 3-5 days for a ‘household contact’ to contract Covid-
19 or develop symptoms, so any child who returns to school while a family member has Covid-19 
should be lateral flow tested regularly. Because of the incubation period, a family household may 



decide to keep the child (household contact) off for five days and this will be consented to by the 
school, as it will be seen as a precautionary measure to prevent the spread of infection in the class. 
This however is not a compulsory measure at this stage.Parents may decide instead of isolating for 
the five days, that children who are contacts of household positive cases instead take a Lateral Flow 
Test each morning and if negative, attend school the same day (rather than staying at home).  

· If they develop symptoms of COVID-19, or receive a positive Lateral Flow test result, they should 
immediately isolate and get a PCR test. 

The groups exempt from this advice (meaning they can attend school as normal) are: 

· Any child or young person who has had at least one dose of the vaccine more than 14 days ago. 

· Any child or young person who has tested positive for COVID-19 themselves via a PCR test within the 
past 90 days. 

· Where there are significant concerns about the impact of exclusion on the child or young person, but 
they are unable to carry out daily lateral flow testing. 

Why am I advising this now? 

There has been a surge in case rates throughout the North Craven Area and some schools have come 
close to reaching a threshold whereby they would have to adopt a contingency plan of going into 
lockdown to curb the spread of infection.  

In neighbouring local authorities such as Leeds, Cumbria and Bradford the 12-18 age group and the 5-
11 age group accounted for the greatest number of new cases and it is likely that the same pattern is 
emerging in our area. 

We need to be vigilant as we enter into the winter months and consider the increased number of 
reported viral infections, flu and respiratory illnesses that are being reported.  

By everyone being vigilant in our school community we can hopefully maintain normal provision for 
the wider school. To not be proactive or vigilant may mean disruption to school services later down 
the line.  

We need to keep a control of infection rates to keep our extremely vulnerable staff and pupils safe 
and to ensure that the school does not go into a contingency or lockdown situation. 

Additional advice 

Any parents or carers who still want their child to continue to attend school have the right to do so. In 
these situations, we strongly advise the child or young person identified as a household contact to get 
a PCR test before attending school. 

Anyone who develops symptoms of COVID-19 should get a PCR test and stay at home until the result 
is known. Individuals informed by Test & Trace to isolate should stay at home for the time advised. 

These additional guidelines will continue to be reviewed every 2 weeks and I will write to parents and 
carers again after the half term to confirm if there are any changes.   



 
As a reminder, the three main symptoms of COVID-19 remain a fever (temperature 37.8°C or higher), 
a new continuous cough, or a change to/loss of taste or smell. However, other commonly reported 
symptoms of the Delta variant include headache, sore throat, tiredness, and cold-like symptoms, so 
please be aware of these as well and we ask that children stay at home and seek testing if you/we are 
in any doubt. 

Regular lateral flow testing helps to identify individuals with COVID-19 who are not displaying 
symptoms. All pupils, staff and people they live with are strongly encouraged to continue to test 
themselves twice a week using lateral flow tests, and to stay at home and request a PCR test should 
the result come back positive.  
 
Pupils will be able to obtain lateral flow test kits from school admin office. 
 
Parents are asked to continue to: 

• Wear Face Coverings when coming to drop off and collect their child from school and for those 
coming to the Settle site, to observe the one-way system that we have in place. 

• Only those parents/grandparents who are exempt should be without a face covering when 
coming on to the school site.  

• Pupils should come to school in PE clothing on days when they have PE to reduce congregation 
in an enclosed space. It must be the school PE kit, unless there are special circumstances, as 
shared with the school. 

Thank you for your ongoing support and vigilance. 

With best wishes 

R Wright 

Richard Wright 

Executive Headteacher 


